


Kevin Carter’s Pulitzer-winning photo of a starving child in
Sudan (1993)
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Photographers often work across
cultural, spiritual, or geographic
boundaries. Being unaware of
ritual restrictions, taboos, gender
roles, or privacy expectations can
cause deep offense—or even harm
the subject.









Brazilian photographer Sebastião Salgado is
renowned for his long-term, large-scale projects such
as Workers, Migrations, and Genesis. With a deep
commitment to social justice, his black-and-white
images capture the suffering, dignity, and strength of
humanity across continents.







Visual literacy is the ability to read, interpret, and
communicate meaning through images. In documentary
work, it’s not just about what you see—but what it
represents. A good photographer understands cultural
cues, visual metaphors, and underlying context, and uses
these to create images that speak volumes.

 For example, photographing a worn-out flag, an empty
chair, or a half-finished meal can carry emotional and
narrative weight, depending on the story being told. This
skill helps ensure your images go beyond documentation—
they resonate.











Local events are
dynamic, unpredictable,
and full of compelling
moments. Whether it’s
a bustling street
market, a music
festival, or a peaceful
protest, these
environments challenge
you to work quickly,
find meaning in chaos,
and tell a story in real
time.








